TC-280 VACUUM PACKING MACHINE

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

OPERATION
1.-  Turn on the main switch – the LED display shows the operation menu on screen and the machine is ready for operation.

2.-  Choose a program (1 through 20) with the Up or Down Arrow keys.
3.-  If the times for the steps of that program have to be modified (Edit button):

- Use the Shift Button to move the indicating green-light to the desired step (Vacuum, Gas, Seal, Soft Air, & Cooling) that you want to change.

- Use the Plus or Minus Buttons to add or subtract time to the desired green-lighted indicated step.

- Your indicated green-light Step is completed, repeat operations two and three for each step you want to add or subtract time to in your chosen program.  After you have set the desired time for each of the five steps (0.0 if not using the step) your program is complete.

4.-  If the program has a gas flush step, open valve in compressed N2 tank.

5.-  Place your bag with your product on the seal bar where you wish the seal to be (at the very top edge, slightly below the top edge, etc.), then close the lid.

(The white filler plates are for decreasing the volume of the chamber, speeding up evacuation.  It will take a longer vacuum time if the plates are taken out).
6.-  When closing the lid, the machine will automatically go to the first step (Vacuum), and then continue through the steps, finally releasing the vacuum and slowly opening the lid after completing the last step (Cooling).

7.-  Remove the sealed product from the vacuum chamber.  The machine is again ready for operation.

8.-  After the work is finished, close the valve in the compressed N2 tank, let the vacuum pump running for about 15 minutes, and then turn off the main switch to shut off the machine.

If for some reason you wish to stop the machine during the cycle (you didn't position the bag correctly, the bag moved from away from the seal bar during vacuuming, labeled incorrectly, etc.) hit the Stop button or the big ON/OFF button.
CONTROLS

1. On the left-half of the front digital panel you will see eight labeled indicator positions:
A -
Work - will light when machine is operating.
B -
Vacuum - lights during this step in the operation, or, when programming this mode.
C -
Gas - lights during this step in the operation, or, when programming this mode.
D -
Seal - lights during this step in the operation, or, when programming this mode.
E -
Soft Air - Used to slowly empty air out of the bladder after the high-pressure bladder inflates during the sealing step, lights during this step in the operation, or, when programming this mode.
F -
Cool - lights during this step in the operation, or, when programming this mode.
G -
Warning - will light if something is wrong with the machine.
H -
Oil Change - will light when it is time for an oil change.
A green light will light to indicate which position the machine is in, above the two digital readout positions (the two-digit is for the program number you are on, and the three-digit is for the time input / readout). 
2. On the right-half of the front digital panel you will see eight Bubble-Push-Buttons labeled (left to right, top to bottom):
A. Skip (for skipping vacuum step while the machine is operating).
B. Stop (for stopping the machine while it is operating).
C. Arrow up [to shift-up through the one to twenty programs, or, to shift-up through the same operation step in different programs (e.g. the 'cool' step in any one of the 20 programs)].
D. Plus Sign (to increase input time to the wanted operation step).
E. Arrow Down [to shift-down through the one to twenty programs, or, to shift-down through the same operation step in different programs (e.g. the 'vacuum' step in any one of the 20 programs)].
F. Minus Sign (to decrease input time to the wanted operation step).
G. Shift (to move between the green-lighted indicated steps in a selected program).
OPTIMIZATION OF PROGRAM SETTINGS

For the small slide boxes and mylar bags we are using (bags 6" x 9"), the following settings work well:

Vacuum:
6 seconds

Gas Flush:
2 seconds

Seal:

4 seconds

Soft Air:
0 seconds

Cooling:
3 seconds

Settings can be optimized, if needed (depending upon how tight or loose the package needs to be), by running a few test samples with varied settings for each stage.  Vacuum a few, at different settings - which setting looks best?  Then use that Vacuum setting and add Gas Flushing with various settings - which one looks best?, etc.  Seal times should be consistent for the room conditions (with which seal time does the package present the best-looking seal?  3 seconds? 4 seconds?  5 seconds?).
SUPPLIES:

Supplier:

IMPAK Corporation

2460 East 57th St.

Los Angeles, CA 90058

(323) 277-4700

- Minipax, small packet of moisture absorber, P/N 39AG60100 - 100 x 1 gram packets.

- Bags for small slide box:

P/N VFN0609

Details: 250 bags 6" x 9" O.D. – material is PAKVF4N

- Bags for large slide box:

P/N V4N1012

Details: bags 10" x 12" O.D. – material is PAKVF4N

